2022 Dues Now Due

PDC membership for
2022

Did You Pay
PDC?

This printed newsletter is
one of the benefits of PDC
membership.

The 2022 annual dues for
Public Diplomacy Council
members were to be paid
January |.

Pay with a credit card (or
PayPal) on the secure PayPal
link on the membership
page of the PDC website
(https://bit.ly/3ARdtkS).

Or mail a check to Bob
Heath, Executive Director,
2401 Calvert St. NWV, Suite
902, Washington, DC 20008

Full Members in DMV: $100
Full Members >50 miles: $50
Associate Members: $50
Rising Professionals: $25

Do it now, and become a
founding member of the
new, larger organization: the
Public Diplomacy Council of
America.
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Promoting Democracy in a Turbulent World
Focus of March 7 FIRST MONDAY Program

resident Biden is trying to rally

the world’s democracies to re-

verse an authoritarian trend that
has grown steadily over the last |5
years. It’s a challenge for public diplo-
macy, complicat-
ed by the fact
that the resilience
of our own de-
mocracy is being
questioned both
abroad and here
at home. Do we
have a hopeful
message! Will
anyone listen?

To help us
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dent for studies at the Carnegie Endow-
ment for International Peace. He is a
leading authority on international sup-
port for democracy, human rights, gov-
ernance, the rule of law, and civil socie-
ty. He has
worked on de-
mocracy assis-
tance projects for
Ml many organiza-
tions and carried
out extensive
field research on
aid efforts around
the world. He
was chosen to
moderate a dis-

CARNEGIE

explore this topic, PDAA and PDC have cussion panel on “Countering Digital

invited Thomas Carothers to lead our
March 7 FIRST MONDAY program. The
program will begin at noon ET and will
be conducted via Zoom.

Carothers is the senior vice presi-

Authoritarianism” for the 2021 White
House Virtual Summit on Democracy.

To register for the March 7 program,
go to https://tinyurl.com/2p4epwzr.

(Continued on page 2)

PDAA membership for
2022

If your mailing label says
[2021], it is time to renew
your membership.
Use the form on page 7 or
renew online.

One of our most important
activities is the Awards for
Outstanding Achievement in
Public Diplomacy. Donate
online on the PDAA WVebsite,
where a list of past recipients
can be found.x

Joel Fischman: Preparing to Launch PDCA

ith this edition of the

PDAA newsletter, we
are entering into the transition
toward the launch of the Public
Diplomacy Council of America
(PDCA). As | write this, during
the first week in February, the
PDAA and PDC Boards have
approved, unanimously, the
slate for the new PDCA Board
(elsewhere in this newsletter).
Our thanks go to Mike Schnei-
der, who, as chair of the Gov-

ernance Transition Working
Group, served as Nominations
Chair. Under Mike’s guidance,
it was our goal to recruit a
slate that represents the diver-
sity of our membership and
our profession, ethnically, ra-
cially, gender, stage in our ca-
reers, and professional
strengths (information, ex-
changes, and broadcasting).
The slate also includes every-
one on the current PDAA and

PDC Boards who indicated
interest in serving on the new
PDCA Board.

Working with the Venable
law firm, we are into the pro-
cess of finalizing steps toward
the official launch of PDCA.
The State of Virginia has al-
ready approved PDC’s name
change to PDCA, paving the
way for the PDAA Board to file
Articles of Dissolution to termi-

(Continued on page 2)
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Preparing to Launch PDCA

R. VANDAN
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PDAA President
Joel Anthony Fischman

This is a merger of
equals. Sherry Mueller
and | will serve as PDCA
co-presidents. It is our
intent that this help pro-
vide continuity as we acti-
vate PDCA and, im-
portantly, demonstrate
that we both are commit-
ted to the success of
PDCA.

(Continued from page )

nate and fold its assets into the
new PDCA. This process, as |
have mentioned in previous
correspondence, is the most
expeditious and economical
path to a de facto consolidation
of our two organizations. The

Joint Oversight Group, appoint-

ed by the PDAA and PDC
Boards, will meet next week to
develop a transition work plan.

This is a merger of equals.
Sherry Mueller and | will serve
as PDCA co-presidents. It is our
intent that this help provide
continuity as we activate PDCA
and, importantly, demonstrate
that we both are committed to
the success of PDCA.

PDAA and PDC both bring
proud legacies to the new or-
ganization. This newsletter has
several features on the history
of PDAA. The next edition,
which will be under the PDCA
banner, will focus on the history
of PDC. Both sets of features
will provide a foundation for
new PDCA initiatives, building
on the best of its predecessors.

This is a good time for me
to bring attention to Michael
Korff, PDAA Communication
Chair and Editor of the PDAA
Newsletter, for all the good
work he does to make sure an
informative, attractive, and al-
ways well-written newsletter
reaches your email and tradi-
tional mail inboxes. The news-

letter will continue to keep you
informed, and Mike will contin-
ue as its editor, in the new
PDCA. As always, your sugges-
tions and contributions for con-
tent are welcome.

Finally, we are in a new
year. Don’t wait for PDCA. If
you haven't yet paid your 2022
dues, whether PDAA, PDC, or
both, now is a good time to do
so. Information on dues renew-
al is on page one.

And you are always wel-
come to share your ideas and
concerns with me at fischman

@comcast.net.

All the best,

V4

PDC President
Sherry Mueller

Looking Ahead:

Future Programs

(Continued from page 1)

April 4: Academic Study
of Public Diplomacy - The
April FIRST MONDAY pro-
gram will focus on the aca-
demic study of public diplo-
macy. PDC president Sher-
ry Mueller hopes to re-
prise an April 2017 pro-
gram featuring a panel of
deans that she organized.
The deans were asked
to focus on Trends in IR
Curricula: Implications for
Public Diplomacy. They
were also asked to reflect
on a recent article by re-
tired FSO Donna Oglesby,
who has been teaching at
Eckerd College for more
than 20 years. In her article
in The Hague Journal of Di-

plomacy entitled “Sowing
the Seeds of Diplomacy on
Hard American Ground,”
Oglesby wrote: “The es-
sential argument is that
because the main institu-
tions of American society
do not support diplomacy
as a profession or field of
study, demand for the
teaching of diplomacy is
weak.” Two reasons she
cites are the militarization
of US foreign policy and
the increase in the number
of political appointees.
May 2: Disinfor-
mation, Democracy,
Technology, and Public
Diplomacy - Alistair Som-
erville, a Rising Profession-
al member of PDC, is put-
ting together a panel to
focus on disinformation.
While some view digital
authoritarianism and disin-
formation as primarily a

problem to be understood
and regulated as a cyber/
technological issue, others
view this threat to democ-
racy primarily through the
lens of the human and so-
cietal vulnerabilities that
allow false narratives to
take hold. How should the
U.S. government respond
to the problem of digital
authoritarianism and what
role do public diplomacy
practitioners have to play?
How should democratic
governments coordinate
their domestic and foreign
policy responses to digital
authoritarianism, and what
is the role of public diplo-
macy?

June 6: 2022 Awards
for Outstanding Achieve-
ment in Public Diploma-
cy. The recipients of this
year’s award will be hon-
ored in a Zoom Program.x
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Branding a New Organization: PDCA

By Joe Johnson
H ow do you depict an or-

ganization that doesn’t
exist yet! And when you think
about “diplomacy in the public
sphere,” what image comes to
mind?

That’s what some ten

members of the Public Diplo-
macy Council and the Public

explored our own concepts of
what is involved in public di-
plomacy, and our aspirations
for its growth, including the
recognition that we need more
diversity and inclusion in the
field.

The next time, Brittany
shared back with us words
from our conversation, as well

media. A membership that
intermingles retired, current,
and future practitioners in our
field. And that spot in the mid-
dle of the image — is it an apos-
trophe suggesting the begin-
ning of a quote that opens a
conversation? Or is it a comma
that is dividing a complex
statement?

Diplomacy Associa-
tion of America had Communication Listening
to decide when we
were tasked with the Multilayered Professional
job of creating a logo
for the organization Connecting Understanding
that will unite us: the 2 2
A A Inclusive Innovative
Public Diplomacy
Council of America. Welcoming Diverse
Our first job was

Learning
Past, Present, Future
Building
Interactive

Rebirth, Renewal

to come up with the

name. As | recall,

Prof. Nicholas Cull

first articulated the name, tak-
ing from both partners and
indicating an entity of experts
(a council) with a primary —
but not sole — focus on United
States practice.

To create the visual ex-
pression, we turned to Britta-
ny Lynk, who combines a pro-
fessional design portfolio with
a degree in cultural anthropol-
ogy, extensive international
travel, and work experience in
the International Visitor Lead-
ership Program. | met Brittany
when she served as the pho-
tographer and lead intern for
the PDC’s Fall Forum in 2013.

Our committee consisted
of Katie Conti, Nicholas Cull,
Michael Korff, Claude Porsella,
and Karen Walker, with partic-
ipation off and on from several
others. Michael Schneider
showed consistent interest and
contributed key insights from
his experience.

At our first encounter,
Brittany began by asking about
the goals and values of the
organization and the reasons
we give time to them. She also

as a few sketches of potential
logos.

One big issue was whether
the PDCA logo should carry a
symbol (logomark). | was per-
sonally skeptical that any image
could capture the wide array
of activities that take place as
public diplomacy. Perhaps all
we needed was a distinctive
rendition of the name:

a logotype.

So | was surprised when
Brittany presented us a com-
pelling concept that included a
symbol.

Her
presenta-
tion
prompted
some vig-
orous de-
bate.

What do you see in this
icon? Everyone in our group
saw something a little different.
A circular image like a globe,
but not a globe. A yin and yang
of contrasting cultures. The
whirlwind of layered communi-
cation that characterizes our
24/7 news cycle and social

The ambiguity bothered
some of us. Rather than send
the wrong message, they ar-
gued, the PDCA should stand
on its name alone. Why would
the organization need a symbol
anyway!?

That’s when Brittany said
quietly, “A symbol may give us
an opportunity to tell our sto-

ry.”

At the end, nearly every-
one viewed the “swirl” as a
way to frame public diplomacy
as a two-way conversation that
evolves but doesn’t shut down.
A mindset that’s open to new
concepts. Listening first, before
stating a policy. In my experi-
ence, this is the approach that
contemporary practitioners in
the United States and like-
minded nations are striving for.

After that, we could move
on to the details. The end re-
sult is be-
low.

The full
logo is
based on a
font called
“Timeless.”

It incorporates a star — anoth-
er point of debate among our
committee members. In the
end, most embraced the star
as a reminder of important
ongoing programs that recog-
nize excellence in public diplo-
macy: the PDAA’s annual
awards ceremony and the
PDC’s participation in the
Kathryn Davis Fellowship, to
mention just two.

Brittany wrapped all the
visual elements into a “seal” to
be the icon for PDCA social
media accounts, and for any
other
items
we may
choose.
(Is it too
early to
talk
about
PDCA
“merch”?) In short, an array of
professionally designed images
is ready for use by the Public
Diplomacy Council of America
that is emerging through the
work of so many PDC and
PDAA members.

I’'m no expert on branding.
One thing | do know. A brand
is defined not by the sponsor,
but by those it serves. We
have to live up to whatever
story we tell about our work.
This should be only the begin-
ning of a discussion about how
the new organization will fulfill
its mission and serve its mem-
bers. What story does it spark
for you?ln

Joe Johnson, a retired FSO, is
chair-designate of the PDCA
Communication Committee

PD(CA

Public Diplomacy Council

of AMERICA
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PDAA:The Early Years

Editor’s Note: As the merger of
PDAA and PDC grows near, two
former PDAA/USIAAA Presidents
accepted our invitation to recall
some of the early years of the organ-
ization.

From Fred Coffey:

G. Lewis Schmidt carried the ball in
establishing the USIA Alumni Associ-
ation in 1982 for the purpose of
retired officers and USIA supporters
to continue their professional friend-
ships and promote Public Diplomacy
in our foreign affairs. It quickly be-
came an important source for re-
searchers interested in our profes-
sion.

I was privileged to serve on three
boards of USIAAA and the Public
Diplomacy Alumni Association. USI-
AAA held special seminars at the
National War College and elsewhere
drawing on folks like VOA’s John
Chancellor and USIA directors. The
goal was to hone USIA’s raison d’é-
tre for the current foreign affairs
challenges. Former president Bob
Chatten played an active role as he
and others made an eight-piece vid-
eo memorabilia for use in public
diplomacy courses taught at universi-
ties throughout the country.

USIAAA took a strong
position against the deterio-
ration of the public diplo-
macy program applied by
the Department of State.
President Mike Canning
arranged for several of us
to talk to the membership
and note the 100 percent
support for reorganizing the
PD structure in State.

A later president, Gene
Nojek, headed our push to
change the name to Public Diploma-
¢y Alumni Association and to mod-
ernize our tax situation, which had

linked us to Virginia rather than the
IRS. I spent a year dedling with IRS
folks who finally agreed to make our
tax status a 501( c )(3), a charity or-
ganization which could accept dona-
tions wthout taxation. | moved on, but
the IRS sent the then current president
a change of status to 501( c )(6) which
put donations
in a possible
taxable situa-
tion. Our mer-
ger with the
PDC’s status
of C-3 will
solve that
issue.

In 1993
USIAAA re-
stored the
annual prizes
for the most demanding and effective
programs and activities. USIS-Argentina
was a winner. Ten years of targeted
and planned activities supported a
democratic state following the degrad-
ing rule of the generals. The basic aim
was to keep the military in their bar-
racks rather than government take-
overs. Successful.

Kathy Brion while president and
afterwards steered USIAA into develop-
ing this annual awards platform as con-

tinued by Rob Nevitt. PDAA benefits
from this important activity.

From Kathy Brion:

What | am most proud of in the
history of USIAA/PDAA is the annual
PDAA Awards for Achievement in
Public Diplomacy program. What
began as a small, in-house effort to
recognize our USIA colleagues ex-
panded into a program with a much
broader
reach to
many officers
and national
staffs working
so hard and
so creatively
in the trench-
es at posts
that did not
often come
under many
people’s ra-
dar. After USIA’s “consolidation”
into State, it became all-the-more
important for us to reach into DOS
to promote the program and en-
courage nominations from new Of-
fice Directors and DASes who might
not have had much exposure or
connection to public diplomacy
work. As a retired officer, | so
looked forward over the years to
reading the nominations that came
in from both overseas posts and
DOS headquarters, from within the
PD cone and outside, all of which
highlighted a new generation of ex-
ceptionally creative and dedicated
PD professionals. Presenting the
awards to the honorees at our an-
nual brunch/luncheon was a distinct
honor for me both when | was presi-
dent of PDAA and Chair of the
Awards Committee. Those stories
were inspirational and left me with
much hope for the future of PD on
the ground. Thank you, PDAA, for
the opportunity to be a part of a
most wonderful enterprise — and for
the memories.®


https://pdaa.publicdiplomacy.org
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Producing USIAAA’s New Media

By Alan Kotok

Volume 24 No. 2

hen I left USIA May 2005
einrece | =i USIAAA TODAY
1984 for a ca- Menberp st
reer in the tech industry, |
thought public diplomacy was RO A At Aerstton
- g P P y La Colime Resnurant
in my past. The 9/1 | attacks 409 orh Gyl S W, Karen Hughes Appointment Brings Praise, Criticism
hanged all that, and led M
C ange a t at, an ed me G b 631 The announcement of Karen P. Hughes's ap-
tO reconnect W’th Old ﬁ.,‘ends ; pointment as Under Secretary of State for
o Dinner 740 pm Public Diplomacy and Public Affairs drew pralse
and Co”eagues_ S50 per pesn from many observers, but also some criticism.
Hughes is 2 long-time close advisor to President 3
By the Fa” Of 2003, I Resseyntion dsadfne: Sendny Bush, especially on media matters. Many observ-
d Kk . My 8 ers noted this dose connection as a definite
Starte work as managlng More details found in the asset, and an indication of the importance of
editor of Science magazine's gk clumm on ks page. | PUbIK dplomac.

At the time of Hughes's appointment, Secretary
of State Condoleeza Rice said, I an think of no
individual more suited ... for this task of telling
Am erica'’s story to the world, of nurturing
America's dialogue with the world, and advanc-
ing universal values for the world than Karen
Hughes. She will be an outstanding leader of
the fine men and women of the State Depart-
ment who are devoted to these critical tasks .

first online-only property,

helping a 125 year-old print el e

publication navigate the then i

little-known waters of digital Heeinglassuncehm

publishing. Yet also in the fall

of 2003, | discovered a

group called USIA Alumni

Association that addressed

communicating U.S. policies

and leadership abroad. It

was like old times. Whledview 6
At one of the first USI- S

AAA events | attended, | iy T USIARR member commentary, pag 4

asked Mike Canning, the

group's president at the time,

about its web site, PublicDi-

Secretary Rice added, “Karen's communication
Inside this issue:

skills and her foreign policy experience are cer-
ainly well known, but | believe the most im-

portant attribute that she brings to this job is

America Needsa 2
Voice Abroad

her strong beliel that almost anything can be
Member updates 5 accomphished when different people from differ
ent cubtures join together to dange the world

for the better.”

USIAAA Presi- 5
dent’s notes

[Continued on page 3;

In Memorfam 8
USAWstsandAll 9

Directory updwes 9

Karen Hughes 3¢ U.S. Embassy Kabul, February
2004. [Courtesy, Deparement of State ]

Spring Membership Dinner Set
for May 18

The annual USIAAA membership dinner,
which provides an opportunity for agency
alumni to catch up with former colleagues
and me et new [riends, takes plice on Cap-
kol Hill, on Wednesday May 18,

The dinner will be held at La Colline res-
taurant, 400 North Capitol Street N.W.
{tel 202-737-0400). La Colline is on the
Senate side of the Capkol one block

south of Unlon Stadon, near the corner of

[Continued on page 3]

plomacy.org. You'd think af-
ter working at USIA for 15
years, | would have more
sense than ask a question like

medium and marketplace,
however, web sites like USI-
AAA’s needed to advance as

that, be- asked if | could step into that
cause it soon role as well. In a previous job,
became my I travelled a lot to small towns
responsibil- in the Midwest and South, and
ity. My pre- became enamored with USA
decessors, Today, espe-

Jim McGreg- cially its rich

or and Al use of color

Hansen, did and images.

a masterful ; We couldn't

job g?ttlng 2009 officers: Chandley McDonald, vice-president; Gene aﬁorq color

the site off Nojek, past-president; printing, but

the ground. Kathy Brion, president. we still fol-

As the web lowed USA

developed into a multi- well to keep up with user ex-  Today’s ex-

functional communications pectations. ample in us-

In 2005, the editor of the
USIAAA newsletter became ill,
and the organization’s leaders

ing as many photos and imag-
es as possible, and called the
publication USIAAA Today.

Fortunately, we had a
team of real pros to put to-
gether the new publication: Ed
Scherr, Peg McKay, and
Chandley McDonald. Our first
newsletter came out in May
2005, leading with the an-
nouncement of a new under-
secretary for public diplomacy,
Karen Hughes, on page |. Ed
Scherr also began recruiting
USIAAA members to write
about their post-retirement
lives. In that first issue, mem-
bers Pat Kushlis and Pat
Sharpe, with colleague Cheryl
Rofer, described their new
Whirled View blog discussing
public diplomacy and world
events in general.

From then, our team pub-
lished USIAAA/PDAA Today
four times a year through the
March 2018 issue, turning
over our work to Mike Korff’s
capable leadership. We could-
n't have done it without the
trust and support of the or-
ganization’s presidents: Mike
Canning, Gene Nojek, Kathy
Brion, Mike Schneider, Greta
Morris, and Cynthia Efird.x
Alan Kotok is the founding
editor of USIAA Today and
PDAA Today.

Alan Kotok and Sharon Bandy Kotok
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In Memoriam

Jackie Ball-Gulljee died in Fredericksburg,
VA, October 8, 2021, at age 73. She followed
her former husband, Foreign Service officer
David W. Ball, on assignments around the
world, including Slovenia from 1992 to 1996.
At the State Department she worked in the
former Bureau of International Information
Programs (IIP) front office. In retirement, Ball-
Gulljee became an active member of the Uni-
tarian Universalist Church of Fredericksburg
Choir and The Spotsylvanians.

Gil Butler, a VOA correspondent, passed
away October 10, 2021, at his home in Wal-
dorf, MD. During his years at the Voice of
America from 1978 until his retirement well
into the 2|st century, he was stationed or filed
from Cairo, Beirut, Beijing, London, and the
U.S. State and Defense Departments, covering
68 countries over more than three decades.
Butler served as President of the London For-
eign Correspondents Association, following in
the footsteps of Edward R. Murrow. In 1982,
he received the VOA Meritorious Honor
Award for his reporting from Cairo on the
assassination of Egyptian President Anwar Sa-
dat.

Phillip C. Cohan, a former USIA officer,
passed away September 12, 2021, three days
before his 93rd birthday. He worked for Voice
of America from 1961 to 1963, the year he
joined USIA. His overseas postings included
Tanzania, Nigeria, Ghana, Greece, and Indone-
sia. Cohan retired in 1983 and lived first in
Florida and then in New York. Cohan was a
66-year member of the National Press Club.
The importance of a free press was an ideal
“he was attached to right until his death,”
wrote his daughter Gail.

Judith Anne Futch died November 29,
2021, at New Hanover Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Wilmington, DE. She was 77. Futch held
degrees from Duke University and Yale Uni-
versity. Starting her governmental career with
the IRS, she worked with the Price Commis-
sion before serving on Senator Sam Irwin’s
Sub-committee on Constitution Rights. Futch
then joined the U.S. Information Agency, serv-
ing in Madrid, New Delhi, Seoul, and Rome. As
a Foreign Service officer with the State Depart-
ment, she assisted with logistics during the
Olympic Games in Turin and Vancouver. She
traveled to |12 foreign countries in a govern-
mental career that spanned 35 years. In retire-
ment, Futch continued to travel, attended thea-
ter, played bridge, and pursued her new pas-
sion of gardening.

Saul Stuart Gefter, a retired Foreign
Service officer, passed away last October at
age 82. During his tenure with the U.S. Gov-
ernment he served as the senior contracting

officer for Motion Pictures, Radio, and TV for
USIA, and as assistant director of Radio Marti.
His overseas assignment included Brazil, Cuba,
and the former USSR, as well as Austria, Chile,
China, Pakistan, and Peru. An attorney with a
Master of Law degree from George Washing-
ton University, Gefter was a staunch advocate
for recent immigrants to the United States.
After retiring, he lived first in Brazil and then
Florida. Gefter was an accomplished amateur
theater actor and director, as well as an ardent
biblical scholar and educator-.

Jacob Priester Gillespie, 82, died Octo-
ber 30, 2021, in Washington, DC. Gillespie
joined the Foreign Service in 1961 soon after
college and was the youngest of the 20 officers
in his class sworn into USIA by Edward R. Mur-
row. He served in Ghana, Burundi, the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo, Uruguay, The
Netherlands, El Salvador, and Spain, as well as
multiple positions in Washington. After retiring
from the Foreign Service, Gillespie had short-
term assignments as a FEMA press officer dur-
ing natural disasters. In retirement, he volun-
teered as a reader for recordings for the blind,
watched and attended many sports games, and
enjoyed spending time with his family in Ips-
wich, Massachusetts, and Kezar Lake, Maine.

George Hismeh, an editor at USIA,
passed away October 7, 2021, at age 88. Born
in Nazareth, Palestine, he moved from Haifa to
Lebanon in 1948. In 1967, Hismeh founded the
first English-language newspaper in Libya. After
immigrating to the United States, he worked at
the Chicago Sun-Times before becoming an as-
sistant foreign editor at the Washington Post.
Hismeh later joined the USIA Press and Publi-
cation Service, where he started the Agency’s
first Arabic language magazine, AFMgjal. In re-
tirement, he was a columnist for two newspa-
pers, one in Dubai and the other in Jordan. A
tireless defender of Palestinians’ struggle for
freedom and justice, Hismeh used to joke that
he was the second most famous person born
in Nazareth!

Patricia (Pat) McMahon Hawkins, a
retired Foreign Service officer, died suddenly
October 6, 2021, at age 72. Hawkins spent
more than 30 years with USIA and State, serv-
ing widely in Francophone Africa and Latin
America. Her first tour was in Paris, where she
managed press affairs for President Reagan’s
visit to the Normandy D-Day beaches. Haw-
kins later was assigned to Zaire, Burkina Faso,
Colombia, the Ivory Coast, and the Dominican
Republic. Her career culminated in serving as
ambassador to Togo for three years. In 2011,
Hawkins retired to Santa Fe, where she be-
came a member of the Santa Fe and New Mex-
ico chapters of the League of Women Voters.

Allen Kassof, IREX founder, 90, died of
heart failure November 22, 2021. Kassof held a
Ph.D. in sociology from Harvard, and taught at

Princeton University, where IREX (Inter-
national Research and Exchanges Board) origi-
nated. He led the organization from 1968 to
1992. IREX became the premier institution
promoting mutual understanding between the
United States and the Soviet bloc through the
exchange of scholars, researchers, students,
and teachers. His successor, Kristin Lord,
wrote: “Dr. Kassof believed that these kinds of
experience and interpersonal ties could reduce
dangerous miscalculations and contribute to
the avoidance of war.” Kassoff served under
President Carter as a member of the Presiden-
tial Commission on Foreign Language and In-
ternational Studies, and was the author of sev-
eral articles and books on Soviet affairs.

Candace Stewart Keenan, an interior
designer for USIA and the State Department,
passed suddenly on November 14, 2021. She
was 72. Her interior design career began over
40 years ago at W. & ). Sloan Company. Kee-
nan then worked for various government agen-
cies, including GSA and USIA. From 2000 until
her retirement in 2014, she oversaw interior
designs for U.S. embassies around the world.
Keenan embraced her work in foreign loca-
tions with a passion for learning about and
celebrating the commonalities and diversities
of many nations. In retirement, she became an
accomplished gardener, receiving an award for
her work promoting eco-savvy gardening for
the public. Keenan was a lover of all domestic
and wildlife species and was known to always
be first in line to help others.

James Edward Kendel, 88, passed away
peacefully January 8 in Fredericksburg, VA. A
captain in the U.S. Navy, he earned his law
degree from Georgetown University Law
School. After working for the Treasury De-
partment, the CIA, and the U.S. Information
Agency, Kendel embarked on a four-decade
legal career in private practice and public ser-
vice. He was appointed a U.S. magistrate judge
in 1985 and retired from the Federal bench in
1997. He moved to Spotsylvania, where he
volunteered in the community. Kendel was
also a long-time member of the Civil Air Pa-
trol, where he supported CAP’s emergency
search-and-rescue operations and the U.S. Air
Force ROTC flight orientation program.

Wilma Jane LaMee, 87, died peacefully
at Highland Springs in Dallas, TX, October 15,
2021. Born in Midland, MI, her long USIA For-
eign Service career took her on assignments to
Bolivia, Panama, Norway, Pakistan, Egypt, Po-
land, Turkey, and France. Her last job before
retiring in 1987 was executive officer at USIS
Paris. After retirement, LaMee was a long-time
resident of Arlington, VA, before moving to

(Continued on page 7)
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Dallas in 2019 to be near family. Active in re-
tirement, she enjoyed skiing, hiking, traveling,
and volunteer work at the White House for
more than 20 years.

Judith Latham, a VOA broadcaster, died
last autumn. According to a VOA notice of her
passing, she had produced radio programs
including the International Press Club and
Press Conference USA. Latham retired from
VOA in 201 1. “She was a very classy lady,
gracious, and highly proficient at her craft,”
wrote one of her former colleague, while an-
other noted, “She was always very polite, ami-
able, and easy to work with.”

Steve Lucas, former VOA Africa Division
Chief, died in Brendon, FL, January || after
contracting covid-19 in Niger, where he was a
translator for the U.S. Army. He was 75. Born
in Nigeria, where his father was a missionary,
Lucas was fluent in Hausa. When he joined
VOA, where he worked for 24 years, he was
assigned to the Hausa service and later be-
came the director of the Africa Division. Be-
fore retiring, Lucas became the regional mar-
keting representative for VOA in Africa, estab-
lishing partnerships with radio and TV stations.

Dorothy Robins-Mowry, a Foreign Ser-
vice officer, passed away peacefully on July 6,
2021, at age 99. Throughout her life, Mowry
advocated tirelessly for democracy, peace, and
women’s participation in international rela-
tions. At USIA, she served as policy officer
(Office of North African, Near Eastern, and
South Asian Affairs), country affairs officer

(India, Nepal, Sri Lanka), cultural attaché in
Tehran, and program manager (U.S. Political
and Social Processes, Information Center Ser-
vices). Mowry also worked in the Cultural
Programs Office (Education Exchange, Wom-
en’s Activities Office) for eight years at the
American Embassy in Tokyo. She was a scholar
who wrote many articles and books, gave lec-
tures worldwide, and received numerous hon-
ors and awards. Mowry was awarded a Doc-
tor of Laws Honoris Causa from the College of

Wooster (Ohio). After retiring to St. Michaels,
Maryland, she became an avid gardener, and
with her husband David was instrumental in
initiating a youth sailing program and sports-
manship award at the Miles River Yacht Club.
Miriam Rider, a State Department librari-
an, passed away December |, 2021, at age 72.
Known as Mimi, she lived a life filled with inter-
esting work, adventurous travel, and the love
of family and friends. As a librarian at the
Washington Foreign Press Center, Rider was a

valuable resource for foreign correspondents,
especially in the pre-Internet, pre-YouTube
era. Indian journalist Chidanand Rajghatta paid
an eloquent homage to her in an article he
wrote for the Time of India. “Librarians man-
aged files, clippings, references, yearbooks,
encyclopedias, and a myriad of other resources
to help journalists add heft and depth to their
reporting,” he noted. Rajghatta remembered
that Rider often would join him and his col-
leagues for a 4:00 PM coffee session at the
National Press Club lounge.

Secundino Valladares Fernandez,
social analyst, died in Madrid December 4,
2021, from a malignant tumor at age 82. A
brilliant and renowned anthropologist with
multiple degrees, he came to the United
States in 1972 to earn a Master’s degree in
social anthropology, a specialty that then did
not exist in Spain, from the University of Cali-
fornia, San Francisco. In his years in the Unit-
ed States, he conducted fieldwork with Lati-
nos, specializing in linguistic anthropology.
Fernandez wrote his doctoral thesis on the
speech and Spanglish of Chicanos. After re-
turning to Spain he taught until his retirement.
The author of many books on linguistic anthro-
pology and social studies, he also worked as a
social analyst in the cultural section of the
United States Embassy in Madrid.x

Contact Member News Editor
Claude Porsella with death notices
and remembrances.

PDAA membership for 2022: Check your mailing label for renewal status

If your mailing label says [2021], it is time to renew your membership.
Membership type, please check one:

e DC-MD-VA local membership ($50 annually): New

e Other membership ($35 annually): New Renewal
Please complete the form below and mail your check, payable to PDAA, or pay online at pdaa.publicdiplomacy.org.

Renewal

Contribution to Public Diplomacy Awards Fund (optional) $
Send form to: Mary Jeffers, PDAA Treasurer
1001 Dale Drive, Silver Spring, MD 20910

Name(s)

Street address

City/State/ZIP

Telephone number Email address

Date



https://pdaa.publicdiplomacy.org
https://pdaa.publicdiplomacy.org/?page_id=5
mailto:admin@publicdiplomacy.org

dzzpAgdz/mos TInAUn;7:sdny

:sanss| 1sed

SJoA5ewioldipaijqnd-eepd;/:sdiiy
22S gIAA

SioAsewodipalqnd@)uitupe :|rew-3

Public Diplomacy Today
4610 4th Road North
Arlington VA 22203-2349

‘pauqiyo.d si uoissiwiad noyum wuoj Aup ur uorpNpoiday "pILBWY Jo UONRDIOSSY
Aowoydig 219nd ‘wwad A9 7z0z ® 1y81uAdod aip uonboyqgnd siya Jo suLL0D UNUS By |

B||9540d 9pNE|D) :103IPg SMIN J2qUUSY
#10)| [9EYdIL :4031p3
Apbpo] Aopwojdiqg 211qng

32015qaYy el ‘Uosuyo( ao[ D MIIN ‘OJeqeg suuy ‘Oseuy BIpNe|D ‘ZyaemydS
Aaue ‘Jamol ueo[ ‘AuieD)d| [SBYDIL ‘SIIYSNY| Jed ‘@d|uei] UOJRY ‘JapIBUYDS
[9BYDIL ‘SIIIOL BIDID) ‘YIBAOY U913 ‘|I9H UE|Y ‘9jeQ 3||]oH :@84e7-)e-sioquuay

Y3edH qog :40323.41 2AIINI3X]

9pI7 unuany :4aJanseau |

punjuepA [ig :AJ1e3aad9g

uos|JeD) Uelig :JUSPISAd IJIA

uewydsl4 [90[ ‘4ajan|y AJJIaYS :S3UaPISAI4-0D)

vOdd jo si013341q Jo pipog Jo) saauiwioN

Apbpo| A>pbwojdiq >1qnd

FIRST CLASS MAIL
US POSTAGE
PAID
ARLINGTON, VA
PERMIT NO. 139



mailto:admin@publicdiplomacy.org
pdaa.publicdiplomacy.org
https://pdaa.publicdiplomacy.org/?p=1078

