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Two Programs Set for October 3 to Celebrate  
Inauguration of New Organization 

PDCA  cordially invites 
you to participate 

in two programs Mon., Oct. 3, to cele-
brate the merger of PDAA and PDC. The 
theme is Public Diplomacy Works.  
     The noon First Monday Forum will be 
a Zoom Meeting featuring videos submit-
ted by members that describe programs 
they witnessed/organized that demon-
strate excellence in public diplomacy and 
distill lessons for future PD practitioners.  
     The second celebratory event will be 
an in-person reception at the Internation-
al Student House (ISH) of Washington, 
D.C. (1825 R St., NW) from 5:30 to 7:00 
p.m. It is open to all members and is free 
of charge, but advance registration is re-
quired. PDCA is pleased to partner with 
ISH to share this beautiful venue with our 
members.   
     All members are invited to submit vid-
eo clips of up to three minutes for poten-

tial inclusion in the noon program and a 
subsequent compilation on our YouTube 
channel. Each clip should: 

• Describe a story or program where a 
public diplomacy activity—either in the 
United States or abroad—was featured. 

• Explain the activity’s goal and why it 
was successful. 

• Detail the lesson learned for future en-
deavors.  
     To submit your video, please send an 
email message to PDCA member Alistair 
Somerville (alistair.somerville.dc@ 
gmail.com), and you will receive a link to 
upload the video to a Google Drive fold-
er. Technical advice may also be request-
ed at that address. The deadline for re-
ceipt of submissions is August 31. 
     Invitations to the Zoom program and 
to the in-person event will be included in 
the Weekly Update.¤ 

Looking Ahead 
On Zoom 

 
Mon., Sep. 12—
Disinformation, 
Democracy, & Pub-
lic Diplomacy, at 
noon. 
Mon., Oct. 3—
Public Diplomacy 
Works, at noon. 

Disinformation Focus of September 12 Program 

T 
odd Leventhal, 
former Senior Coun-

ter-Disinformation 

Adviser, Global Engagement 

Center at the Depart-
ment of State, will be 

the main speaker at a 

Zoom program on  

Mon., Sept. 12, at 
noon.  

     While some view 

digital authoritarianism and 

disinformation as primarily a 
cyber or technological prob-

lem, others see this threat to 

democracy primarily through 
the lens of the human and 

societal vulnerabilities that 

allow false narratives to take 

hold.  

     How should the U.S. gov-
ernment respond to the 

problem of digital authoritari-

anism and what role do public 
diplomacy practitioners have 

to play? How should demo-

cratic governments coordi-

nate their domestic 
and foreign policy 

responses to digital 

authoritarianism, 

and what is the role 
of public diplomacy? 

     The invitation to 

the Zoom program will be 

included in the weekly up-
date.¤ 

This newsletter was also 
sent to all members via 
email. If you did not 
receive it, please add 
editor@  
publicdiplomacy.org to 
your address book so 
that future messages do 
not end up in your 
spam folder. 
     If you have not reg-
istered your physical 
address to receive the 
newsletter, please do so 
if you want a “hard” 
copy. 
     We are seeking sto-
ries for future editions 
of the newsletter. If 
you want to share a PD 
experience or want to 
discuss Life After the 
Foreign Service, let us 
know! Photos are espe-
cially welcome. 

Strengthening America’s Dialogue with the World  

Disinformation, Democracy, 

and Public Diplomacy 

https://www.ishdc.org/
https://www.ishdc.org/
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O ur new website at 
https://
publicdiplomacy.org 

will be launching about the 
time this newsletter hits your 
mailbox. The site, using the 
traditional “publicdiplomacy. 
org” domain, was built from 
scratch by our committed 
communication team chaired 
by Joe Johnson. I have expe-
rienced website development 
in my professional life (when 
Joe and I worked together on 
a similar project at the State 
Department), but much of 
the work then was done by 
tech-oriented professionals 
who impressed us but whom 
we sort of took for granted. 
This time, I had full view of 
the process from conceptual-
ization and design to the ac-
tual drafting and editing.  
     Every member of this team 
deserves mention: Brian 
Carlson, Katie Conti, Nick 
Cull, Sarah Forland, Mi-
chael Korff, Julie Moyes, 
Julia Pataky, Michael 
Schneider, and Karen Walk-
er. Working with Member-
Leap, our website contractor, 
this well-organized talented 
team developed the architec-
ture of the site to serve our 
members with easy access to 
the tools they want, and to 
be the public face of a new 
professional organization for 
a new era in global engage-
ment. The team worked me-
thodically with MemberLeap 
representatives to make sure 
we were on track every step 
of the way to build a website 
that would meet our goals 

and make sense to our users. 
When you use the site, I think 
you will see how successful 
they have been. 
     On the landing page, users 
will readily see information 
about PDCA events. Under 
OUR WORK, the public will 
be able to see what PDCA is 
accomplishing in advocacy, 
academic study, the awards 
program, the work of affinity 
groups, and professional de-
velopment. Users will also 
have easy access to JOIN, 
DONATE, GET INVOLVED, 
and CONTACT US. Potential 
new members using the JOIN 
button will reach straightfor-
ward instructions on applying 
for membership. Potential 
donors, and we hope there 
are many, will find it easy 
under DONATE to make a 
contribution with a credit 
card. I made a contribution 
using this button (as did 
PDCA Co-President Sherry 
Mueller) as soon as the web-
site went live. Members 
wanting to become more en-
gaged with PDCA activities 
will find a rich array of possi-
bilities under the GET IN-
VOLVED button. Finally, an-
yone can send us a message 
using the CONTACT US but-
ton. That message goes di-
rectly to our Tuch Fellow, 
who will make sure it gets to 
the right place. 
     In the upper right-hand 
corner of the landing page is 
a MEMBER LOGIN button. 
We all have the opportunity 
to establish a login name and 
password to access secure 
member-only content that 
includes a complete Member 
Directory, information on 
member-only events, news-
letters and Weekly Updates, 

discussion groups where we 
can air opinions among our-
selves or maybe just catch up 
with each other, and more. 
Here, a special shout-out is 
due to Membership Chair 
Brian Carlson and Mary 
Jeffers for the immense 
amount of work they put in 
to ensure the accuracy of all 
PDAA and PDC member rec-
ords in Member Planet and 
that they transferred to 
MemberLeap and the mem-
bers-only section of the web-
site. 
     Work continues on the 
website, including steps be-
ing taken to make sure we do 
not lose the deep reservoir of 
information on the predeces-
sor PDC and PDAA sites. The 
Communication Committee 
welcomes member input. Just 
send an email to Joe John-
son, Communication Com-
mittee Chair, at 
joe.b.johnsonoffice@ 
gmail.com. 
     Sherry and I are always 
eager for your feedback, on 
the new website or any other 
topic. Use our new email ad-
dress: president@publicdiplo 
macy.org. 
 

All the best, 

Joel 
Joel Anthony Fischman 

Co-President 

President’s 
Column 

 

Joel Anthony Fischman 

Co-President 
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today as “Anchors Aweigh” 
and “Anchors Awry.” 
     First the bad news, or An-
chors Awry. 
     As one of the world’s great 
harbors, Singapore has long 
been a port of call for the U.S. 
Navy’s Pacific Fleet, with doz-
ens of ships dropping anchor 
there for refueling, resupply, 
and shore leave. In October 

1990, the USS Schenectady, a 
tank landing ship, arrived in 
Singapore. While on shore 
leave its crew members availed 
themselves without incident of 
the varied 
attractions 
Singapore 
had to 
offer. All 
the crew, 
that is, ex-
cept one. 
     At 3:00 
AM the 
morning of 
October 27, 

that sailor, who appeared to be 
under some form of severe 
emotional or psychological 
distress, broke into the Thai 
ambassador’s residence along 
Orchard Road, Singapore’s 
version of Fifth Avenue.  Alt-
hough not harmed, the ambas-
sador and his family were terri-
fied by the sailor’s rampage as 
he smashed doors and win-
dows, demanded a car and 
gun, and claimed to be in love 
with a Singaporean girl named 
Shirley. Unable to reach the 
local police on an emergency 
telephone line, the ambassa-
dor, still in pajamas, ran down 
to Orchard Road to catch a taxi 
to the nearest police station. 
When two Singaporean police 
officers he flagged down even-
tually arrived at the residence, 
the sailor assaulted them and 
stole their patrol car before 
eventually being caught. 
     Not surprisingly, the incident 
garnered extensive and dam-
aging coverage in both the 
Singaporean media and inter-
national wire services. At the 
American Embassy we quickly 
went into damage-control 
mode, issuing press releases to 
publicize the visit by Ambassa-
dor Robert D. Orr on his Thai 
counterpart and family to ex-
press his personal regret and 
offer the full apology of the 
U.S. Government. We likewise 
publicized the fact that the 
U.S. Government assumed full 

responsibility for the damage 
and was completing repairs to 
the Thai ambassador’s resi-
dence. The mea culpa ap-
peared the next days in Singa-
pore’s leading newspaper, the 
Straits Times, as well as in 
Bangkok’s English-language 
paper, the Nation, via an AFP 
article.   
     For all intents and purposes, 
those statements by our Em-
bassy marked the end of the 
news cycle for that incident. 
The sailor in question was 
handed over by Singaporean 
authorities to his ship’s com-
manding officer, with the sailor 
eventually facing military disci-
plinary proceedings. 
     Fortunately, such incidents 
with the U.S. military are the 
exception, not the rule. Far 
more common are the laudable 
actions of sailors such as those 
from the aircraft carrier John F. 
Kennedy when it visited Slove-
nia in June 1997, actions that 
brought credit to themselves, 
the U.S. Navy, and the United 
States. Anchors Aweigh! 
     Civic action projects, in 
which visiting sailors volunteer 
their time ashore to perform 
humanitarian or charitable 
work with a local institution, 
are often an aspect of Navy 
port calls. As seen by my expe-
rience with the Kennedy visit, 
the goodwill generated can be 
significant.   

(Continued on page 7) 

“Anchors Aweigh or Anchors Awry?” – The Fleet’s In Town!  
By Domenick DiPasquale 

It  is a reasonably safe bet 
to assume that, over 
the course of a long 

public diplomacy career, PD 
practitioners will be involved at 
some point with the U.S. mili-
tary – whether it’s their resi-
dent Embassy Defense Attaché 
Office, a joint military exercise, 
a Navy port of call, or a visit by 

high-ranking Pentagon brass. 
Such events can be a golden 
opportunity to reap excellent 
publicity and strengthen bilat-
eral ties. The possibility also 
exists, however, for a less than 
optimal outcome. 
     In my USIA career abroad, as 
Assistant PAO in Singapore 
1989-1993 and then as PAO in 
Slovenia 1994-1998, I saw both 
sides of the coin. Each case 
involved a port call by a Navy 
ship, but the incidents could 
not have been more dramati-
cally different. I refer to them 

Singapore Straits Times 

Nov. 2, 1990 

http://www.publicdiplomacy.org
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By Judith R. Baroody 

H ere’s an invitation and incen-
tive to all retired FSOs and 
former USIA civil servants to 

complete their oral histories with the 
Association for Diplomatic Studies 
and Training, by interview or ZOOM. 
What follows is a celebration of ten 
notable USIA Foreign Service women. 
The selection was limited to USIA 
FSOs whose completed histories ap-
pear on ADST’s website. Here are ex-
cerpts to whet your appetite. 
     DOROTHY DILLON joined the FS 
in 1960 and her assignments abroad 
were in Guatemala and Manila. She 
retired from USIA in 1978. In Guate-
mala, Dr. Dillon persuaded an anti-
American law professor to visit the 
U.S.: “[Julio César Méndez Montene-
gro] came back just raving about the 
United States and how wonderful the 
people were to him.” He became 
president in 1966. “As a result, there 
were very good relations between the 
embassy and the president during his 
four years in office.” 
     MARJORIE RANSOM joined USIA 
in 1962. She served in Jordan, Saudi 
Arabia, Lebanon, the UAE, Syria, 
Egypt, and Yemen. She accompanied 
former President 
Carter to the birth-
place of Syrian Presi-
dent al-Asad in Feb-
ruary 1987 to resolve 
a diplomatic stale-
mate: “Jimmy Carter 
told [Asad’s older 
brother Jamil] he was 
interested in the sto-
ry of Hafez al-Asad 
because...he too had 
come from simple 
origins, from this sim-
ple house, and had 
gone on to be the president of his 
country. You could see Jamil just 
melt. It was just wonderful to watch 

Jimmy work his magic.” 
     SUSAN CLYDE joined the Foreign 
Service in 1967 and served in São Pau-
lo, Port-au-
Prince, Lis-
bon, Mana-
gua, Porto 
Alegre, Pan-
amá, Santia-
go, Antana-
narivo, and 
Dakar. In 
Port-au-
Prince, she 
countered a 
rumor: 
 “...that Hai-
tians would 
be able to 
stay in the 
United 
States once they 
got there. And sud-
denly, all along the northern coast 
you could see little boats being built. 
They would pile people in and head 
north.... We developed a major cam-
paign to discourage people.... We 
went from 4,000 people picked up by 
the Coast Guard in the first six 
months of 1989 to 400 in the same 

period of 1990.” 
     DONNA OGLESBY entered the FS 
in 1970 and served in Brazil, Austria, 

El Salvador, Paraguay, and Thailand. 
She once ordered an exorcism of USIS 
Thailand: “I was advised that there 

were bad 
spirits in the 
compound 
and that we 
had to re-
move them 
through 
blessings…, 
essentially an 
exorcism. 
Monks came, 
and we had a 
ceremony 
that involved 
incense, 
chanting, 
running 
string 

throughout the 
compound…. Every-

body was cheered up and bad luck 
ended.” 
     HARRIET ELAM-THOMAS joined 
USIA in June 1971 and served in 
Greece, Turkey, Cyprus, France, Bel-
gium, Mali, Senegal, and Côte d'Iv-
oire. In Greece, she was tasked to cre-
ate an exhibit on the history of 

filmmaking in 
America: “We 
transformed the 
entrance of the 
National Gallery of 
Greece to resem-
ble the entrance of 
a Broadway Thea-
ter. Wherever the 
exhibit was shown, 
it highlighted the 
Oscar-winning 
roles of actors from 
that country, and 
usually there was 

the actual Oscar which the actor or 
music composer had received.” 

(Continued on page 5) 

Ten Notable USIA Foreign Service Women 

Harriet Elam-Thomas. Photo taken from  Diversifying Diplomacy. 

Beatrice Camp escorts PRC President/
Communist Party General Secretary Hu 
Jintao on a tour of the USA Pavilion at 
Shanghai Expo in 2010. 

http://www.publicdiplomacy.org
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     LINDA JEWELL entered the FS in 
May 1976 and served in Indonesia, 
Mexico, India, Poland, Costa Rica, and 

Ecuador before retiring in 2008. An 
anxious moment when President Clin-
ton came to Poland: “One of the 
Polish security guys got into a tussle 
with one of the photographers in the 
White House press pool and took 
away his camera. Then the rest of the 
press pool freaked out and 
started complaining and 
making a huge fuss, and I 
had to go negotiate with 
the security guy and he 
wasn’t going to give it 
back. We were literally 
ready to go live on national 
television.… I said I’m not 
moving until you give the 
camera back. And I won. 
But it was horrible.” 
     CYNTHIA FARRELL-
JOHNSON entered the FS 
in 1980 and served in West 
Africa and Central and 
South America before retir-
ing in 2005. During her tour 
in Benin, she combined the 
work of diplomacy with her 
passion for art: “…when the 

folks at the newspaper found out that 
I was an artist, they wanted to come 

and see my 
art and see 
the studio 
and wanted 
to take a 
picture of 
me painting. 
That was a 
nice intro-
duction to 
people—oh, 
here’s an 
artist diplo-
mat.” 
     GRETA 
MORRIS 
joined the 
FS in 1980 
and served 
in Kenya, 
Uganda, 
Thailand, 

the Philippines, Indonesia, and the 
Marshall Islands before retiring in 
2008. In the Philippines, she visited 
the Autonomous Region of Muslim 
Mindanao: “I knew that it was a 
strongly Islamic area so I needed to be 
conservatively dressed, but I didn’t 

realize until I got there that the wom-
en there would be completely cov-
ered. They didn’t wear burkas, but 
they wore very colorful scarves cover-
ing all of their hair, none of their arms 
were visible, and their clothing came 
down to the ground.” 
     BEATRICE CAMP joined the For-
eign Service in 1981 and served in Chi-
na, Thailand, Sweden, Hungary, and 
Turkey before retiring in 2015. She 
programmed a pioneer feminist in 
Budapest: “When I came to fetch 
[Betty] Friedan the next morning, she 
wasn’t in the lobby; when I rang her, 
she growled that she wasn’t coming 
down.… I went up to her room. Fried-
an was nowhere near ready, com-
plaining, ‘I’ve got a cold; I feel like 
shit; I can’t find my earrings….’ Once 
[at the Central European University], 
it was amazing to see her come alive 
in front of an audience.” 
     MARCELLE WAHBA joined the 
Foreign Service in 1986 and served in 
Cairo, Cyprus, Jordan, and the UAE, 
retiring in 2008. The Madrid Middle 
East Peace Conference of October 
1991: “It was the first international 
peace conference between the Israe-
lis, the Palestinians, and the other 

Arab states—all seated at 
the same table.… More 
than a thousand journal-
ists registered to attend, 
so setting up the Press 
operation was also a major 
challenge, and we had on-
ly a couple of weeks to put 
it together.”¤ 

 
An article on ten notable 
men will appear in Novem-
ber. 
     Judith R. Baroody is a 
retired FSO; her final as-
signment was as Execu-
tive Director of ADST. 

Susan Clyde (holding microphone for US Amb. Dean Brown) in  
The Gambia, 1968, at a ceremony to note conclusion of USAID 
campaign to vaccinate all citizens against measles and smallpox. 

Greta Morris, while Dean of FSI’s School of Language Studies, 

visits Wat Thai  of Washington, D.C., during the Songkran  

Water Festival. 
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Jennifer Clark, a former USIA staffer, passed 
away June 25 at age 80. According to her col-
league and good friend Mildred Neely, Clark 
worked in the Latin America area office of 
USIA. She later worked on economic issues at 
State after the merger, and ended her career 
with the Board of Examiners (BEX).  
     Dilara Hashem, 86, a noted author and 
Voice of America broadcaster who was a plain-
tiff in a massive sex discrimination lawsuit 
against the Agency, died March 19 at a hospi-
tal in Rockville. Hashem was born in Jessore, a 
city then in India and now in Bangladesh. She 
worked in Karachi, in what was then West 
Pakistan, as a news reader for Radio Pakistan, 
and later in London for the BBC before moving 
to the Washington area in 1972 for a part-time 
VOA job with the Bangla language service.  A 
few years later, Hashem was one of a group of 
1,100 women who became part of a class-
action sex discrimination lawsuit against the 
U.S. Information Agency and VOA. Hashem 
said she was repeatedly denied benefits and 
lost career advancement opportunities to men 
who failed or did poorly on assessment tests 
and oral exams. After 23 years of litigation – 
during which USIA merged with the State 
Department — the government reached a 
settlement with the women in 2000. Hashem, 
who worked full-time for VOA from the late 
1970s until the early 2010s, was awarded more 
than $200,000 in back pay and interest as part 
of the settlement. In addition to her broad-
casting work, she wrote 30 volumes of novels, 
memoirs, short stories, and poetry, winning 
Bangladesh’s most prestigious literary prize. 
     Margie C. Jaspersen died peacefully June 3 
after a brief illness. A graduate of Georgetown 
University, she worked for several federal 
agencies, including USIA. Jaspersen was a 
Wireless File writer with the Near East/South 
Asia File, where she specialized in Middle East 
reporting, and also the Latin America File. 
Earlier in life, she lived in Latin America, sup-
porting her husband Frederick, an economist, 
during his postings with the State Department 
and later the World Bank. Jaspersen is espe-
cially remembered by her USIA colleague for 
the legendary “Farewell to the Wireless File” 
party she gave at her house in May 1994 at a 
time when the service was being reorganized. 
Jaspersen retired that same year. 
     Lorin Allan Jurvis, who led a life of service 
to his nation, his church, and his community, 
passed away on April 16 after a long illness. He 
began his 28 years of public service as an Army 

officer before working at USIA, where one of 
his assignments was executive officer in the 
East Asia area office, and later at the State 
Department. Jim Kelman, who worked with 
him and considered him a mentor, remembers 
Jurvis’s huge shiny new Ford. When he asked 
about it, Jurvis simply replied that he drove it 
“because it was made in America… and that 
was the least he could do as an American.” 
After retiring from State, Jurvis became presi-
dent of the non-profit Patriotic Education In-
corporated, a position he held for more than 
10 years 
     Anita V. LaGamma, wife of Foreign Service 
Officer Robert LaGamma, died May 21 at age 
89. Beginning in 1963, she and her husband 
traveled the world on his diplomatic assign-
ments in Africa to Rhodesia, Zambia, Congo-
Zaire, Ivory Coast, Togo, Senegal, Nigeria, and 
South Africa (during the time of Nelson Man-
dela), as well as Milan and Florence. LaGamma 
embraced life in each of these places, raising 
five children, teaching school, and writing and 
publishing poetry. She was a superb cook and 
host, an avid reader, and a lover of birds. 
LaGamma found inspiration and wonder in the 
grandeur of America’s national parks, where 
she hiked with her family. After returning to 
the United States in 1997, she and her family 
settled in Reston, VA.   
     Richard Allen Ladieu, a Voice of America 
information technology specialist, died July 23 
at age 78. He worked at VOA from 1975 until 
his retirement in 2005. His retired colleague 
Art Chimes described Ladieu as someone who 
“during a period of change, was the ever-
patient guy who helped users over the rough 
spots, troubleshooting technology problems 
at your desk or remotely, when pesky field 
equipment balked at uploading copy to the 
assignment desk over telephone circuits in 
wretched hotels.” After retiring, Ladieu 
worked for the logistics warehouse at the Uni-
versity of Maryland. A U.S. Navy veteran, he 
regularly attended the annual Army-Navy 
football game with his daughter Anne Marie. 
Ladieu and his wife provided a foster home for 
many handicapped children; in addition, he 
was the Scoutmaster of a troop in D.C. for 
children with special needs.  
     John K. Menzies, an officer with the U.S. 
Information Agency and the State Department 
who served as Ambassador to Bosnia-
Herzegovina, passed peacefully March 26 in 
Morristown, NJ. In his long and distinguished 
career, Menzies held posts in Budapest, Vien-
na, East Berlin, and Sofia, where he helped 
found the American University of Bulgaria. He 
also held several domestic positions with the 
State Department and at the U.S. Mission to 
the United Nations. In 1994 Menzies took one 
of the defining steps in his career, leaving his 

family to serve in Sarajevo. He was nominated 
U.S. Ambassador to Bosnia in 1996, working 
tirelessly to bring peace to the region. Serving 
alongside Richard Holbrooke and Warren 
Christopher, Menzies helped construct the 
Dayton Peace Accords. From 2001 to 2002 he 
was Chief of Mission in Kosovo. After retiring 
in 2002, he began a second career in academe. 
From 2018 through 2021, Menzies served as 
president of the American University of Kurdi-
stan, and later as vice president for interna-
tional relations at the American University of 
Iraq in Baghdad.  
     Ralph Herman Ruedy, 78, passed away 
May 7 in Staunton, VA, at Brightview Baldwin 
Park. During his Foreign Service career with 
USIA, Ruedy and his family lived in Tehran, 
East Berlin (then the capital of East Germany), 
Bonn, Russia, and Washington. He witnessed 
the fading of the Shah, saw Russia following 
the collapse of the Soviet Union, witnessed 
German reunification, and helped build new 
diplomatic relationships in a transformed Eu-
rope. A fluent German speaker, Ruedy was 
particularly fond of Germany. Ruedy’s service 
to country continued even after retirement, 
when he was frequently called upon to consult 
for the State Department. His duties included 
serving as interim deputy office director for 
public diplomacy in the Bureau of European 
and Eurasian Affairs, an assignment that sent 
him to Albania, Macedonia, and Kosovo. 
Ruedy’s work as an election observer took him 
to Montenegro, Azerbaijan, Armenia, and 
Ukraine. As an ordained elder within the Pres-
byterian Church in Fairfax, VA, he participated 
in outreach that included international mission 
trips to Mexico, Kenya, and Honduras. As a 
member of Trinity Episcopal Church in Staun-
ton, Ruedy also traveled on mission trips to 
Honduras. He was a member of Trinity’s out-
reach committee, the Augusta County Histori-
cal Society, Kiwanis, and the Forum 
Club. Ruedy was a lieutenant commander in 
the Naval Reserves and later received a com-
mission as a major in Air Force intelligence.¤ 
 

Report passings to Member News Ed-
itor Claude Porsella at editor@ 
publicdiplomacy.org. 
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windfall of manpower, they soon set the 
sailors to work on painting, grading, land-
scaping, and other assorted tasks. The 
enthusiasm and muscle power of the 
youthful crew accomplished in one day 

what it would have taken Barka and its 
volunteers weeks or even months to ac-
complish. 
     It was moving to see local villagers, so 
taken by the sailors’ eagerness to help, 
return home to cook more food to ensure 
that all the 
crew could 
enjoy Slove-
nian culinary 
specialties 
for lunch. 
And it was 
equally mov-
ing to see 
that, despite 
the lan-
guage barri-
er, some 
sailors were 
reaching out 
during lunch 
to connect 
on a person-
al level with 
the disabled 
adults then 
residing at 
Barka. The 
crew also 
arranged for 

     Citizen volunteerism was still a relative-
ly new concept in Slovenia, given its re-
cent pre-independence past as part of a 

Socialist Yugoslavia, where government – 
not individuals – handled all aspects of 
social welfare. One such fledgling volun-
teer effort was Barka Slovenia, a private-
ly-run group home for developmentally 
disabled adults, located in the small vil-
lage of Zbilje near Ljubljana and strug-
gling to get fully up and running six 
months after welcoming its first three 
residents. 
     Our Embassy learned of Barka and its 
needs through an international women’s 
association to which several Embassy 
spouses belonged. We raised the possibil-
ity of “some” sailors from the Kennedy 
helping out, an offer that was quickly and 
gratefully accepted. 
     On the appointed day, a charter bus 
made its way from the port of Koper and 
pulled up to the Barka home. The director 
of Barka had been told to expect about 30 
sailors (and had prepared a thank-you 
lunch for that number), but as the bus 
doors opened, out spilled a seemingly 
endless number of U.S. sailors, some 61 in 
all. So great had been their interest in 
helping that every seat on the bus was 
taken, with some sailors making the trip 
seated in the aisle the entire way. 
     Once Barka and the local villagers got 
over their initial shock at this unexpected 

(Continued from page 3) the Barka director and residents to visit 
the Kennedy the next day as their special 
guests.   
     While this humanitarian initiative was 
worthwhile in its own right, the ensuing 
coverage in the Slovenian press garnered 
extensive goodwill for the United States. 
Both the national broadcaster TV Sloveni-
ja and the country’s leading newspaper, 
Delo, featured prominent coverage of the 
help the Kennedy sailors gave Barka.   
      The lasting impact these sailors made 
was perhaps best expressed by a letter 
from Barka’s director Manca Sinko to Am-
bassador Victor Jackovich expressing her 
thanks “for all the men and women from 
the ship who came here to help and to 
share with us their humanity and their 
belief in human values” – values that she 
noted included “solidarity with those who 
are different, weak, vulnerable, often ne-
glected, and pushed aside.”  
     So, for any public diplomacy practition-
ers out there with a port of call in your 
future, may fair winds and following seas 
favor you when the U.S. Navy drops an-
chor.¤ 

Domenick DiPasquale is a retired FSO. 
He previously served on the Board of 
Directors of the Public Diplomacy 

Asociation of America and is a member 
of PDCA’s Awards Committee. 

“Sailors on a work 

project” 

“Aircraft Carrier JFK in Slovene 

waters” 

http://www.publicdiplomacy.org


 

Public Diplomacy Today 
A publication of the PUBLIC DIPLOMACY COUNCIL OF AMERICA 
4610 4th Road North 

Arlington VA 22203-2349 
 

 

 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

ARLINGTON, VA 

PERMIT NO. 139 

E-mail: 

editor@publicdiplomacy.org 

 

Website: 

www.publicdiplomacy.org 

 

 

Board of Directors 
Co-Presidents: Sherry Mueller, Joel Fischman  

Vice President: Brian Carlson  

Secretary: Bill Wanlund  

Treasurer: Quentin Lide 

Executive Director: Bob Heath*  

Editor-in-Chief: Michael Korff 

Hans “Tom” Tuch Graduate Fellow: Marci Falk-Bados* 

*non-voting 

Members-at-Large: Helle Dale, Alan Heil, Peter Kovach, Greta Morris, Michael 
Schneider, Aaron Franke, Pat Kushlis, Michael McCarry, Joan Mower, Larry 
Schwartz, Claudia Anyaso, Anne Barbaro, Nick Cull, Joe Johnson, Mark Rebstock 

 

Public Diplomacy Today 
Editor: Michael Korff 
Member News Editor: Claude Porsella 

  

The entire contents of this publication are copyright © 2022 by PDCA, Public Diplomacy 

Council of America. Reproduction in any form without permission is prohibited. 

PUBLIC DIPLOMACY TODAY 

mailto:editor@publicdiplomacy.org
http://www.publicdiplomacy.org

